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The history of the EU Platform on Coexistence between  
People and Large Carnivores   

 
• After over 2 years of preparation, it was launched on 10th of June, 2014 

under Commissioner Janez Potočnik's patronage  

• AIM: to provide a structure for constructive dialogue to find solutions to 
human – large carnivore conflicts (4 LC species) 

• WHAT IT IS NOT: a discussion forum for amending the Habitats 
Directive (see fitness check of EU nature legislation) 

• ENTRY TICKET: Signing an agreement stating the key principles of 
engagement  

• MISSION: to assemble knowledge and good practices, to exchange 
experiences among  different stakeholders with a view to finding 
commonly agreed solutions to human – large carnivore conflicts 

• To facilitate voluntary partnerships for possible joint projects (e.g. on key 
actions at the population level) 

 





 
 

  
 



 
 

  
 



Key principles: 
 

1. To work within the EU legal framework, the Habitats Directive   

2. To ensure the necessary knowledge base  

3. To recognize socio-economic and cultural considerations and 

concerns  

4. To find solutions to conflicts through constructive dialogue  

5. To engage in trans-boundary cooperation  

 
  

 



Commitments: 
 

1. To share experiences and expertise in addressing the 
challenges of human - LC coexistence; 

2. To engage in dialogue for consensus seeking and accepting 
that solutions may at times involve compromise; 

3. To express willingness to transfer and test those examples of 
good practices; 

4. To isten to, and discuss other stakeholders' experiences and 
views; 

5. To be open to accept examples of good practices for 
successful coexistence of humans and LC; 

6. To ensure their capacity to fully engage in the work of the 
platform. 

 
 
 



 
EU Platform on Coexistence between  

People and Large Carnivores (2) 
 

  
• Membership: at launch limited 8 key European umbrella organizations of 

stakeholders representing farmers, livestock producers (incl. reindeer-
herders), landowners, hunters, scientists and conservationists 

• Future expansion: with the agreement of the founding members 

• The Commission committed to provide logistical support for the work of 
the Platform for the initial 2 years 

• Member States are invited to follow the work of the Platform and to assist 
in whatever way they can, or find it appropriate 

• First working meeting elected Mr Thierry de l'Escaille of the European 
Landowners' Organization to co-chair the Platform with the European 
Commission, and agreed on a terms of reference and a workplan 



• COPA-COGECA – European Farmers and European Agri-cooperatives 

• Resigned in February 2015 

• ELO - European Landowners’ Organization 

• Joint representatives of Finnish and Swedish reindeer herders 

• FACE – The European Federation of Associations for Hunting & Conservation  

• CIC – The International Council for Game and Wildlife Conservation 

• IUCN – The World Conservation Union, European Union Representative 

Office 

• WWF – Worldwide Fund for Nature, European Policy Office 

• EUROPARC Federation 

 



1st regional workshop, 22 April, 2015, Pravets, Bulgaria  

• Organized at the invitation of CIC – International Council 

of Game and Wildlife Conservation, in conjunction with 

their 62nd General Assembly 

 

• With substantial contribution from the Union of Hunters 

and Anglers of Bulgaria 



BG Workshop report 

  

•120+ participants from  20 countries  

  

•CIC members from other continents also present 

 

•Thanks to local host, very good Bulgarian participation, facilitated by 

interpretation   

 

 



BG Workshop report 

1: Transboundary cooperation for large carnivore management, with 

a view to key actions at the population level  

 

2: Humans and large carnivores in Europe: from conflict to co-

existence: relationships between people, large carnivores and 

institutions 

 

3: Key actions on large carnivore populations  

Main topics, with a focus on the Balkans and the Carpathians regions: 



BG Workshop report 

3: Key actions on large carnivore populations  

 

3 facilitated break-out groups (bear, wolf, lynx) to rank order for the 

Balkans and the Carpathians regions the recommended actions from 

 

 "KEY ACTIONS FOR LARGE CARNIVORE POPULATIONS IN EUROPE" 

(Boitani et al. 2015) 

 



BG Workshop report 

  

Second Annual Meeting of the Platform in Brussels on 2nd June, 2015: 

• Adopted a first communication plan of the platform 

• Decided to focus future attention on socio-economic 

issues 

• The Finnish reindeer herders invited the platform to a 

second regional workshop 



BG Workshop report 

 

 

 

 

 

 







 
The city of Wolfsburg is now a new 
name on the map for wolf 
conservation and management: 
public - private partnership 
 

  B@B: The EU Business and 

  Biodiversity Platform 

 
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/biodiversity/busines
s/index_en.htm 



At the Bear Pit in the city of Bern, there is an excellent symbol of 

large carnivore conservation and management: 



Next workshop, 8th October, 

Rovaniemi, Lapland Finland: 

Focus on  

1) Socio-economic aspects 

2) The Nordic conditions of 

human – LC coexistence 



Thank you for your attention! 
 
 

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/conservation/species/
carnivores/index_en.htm  

 
  

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/conservation/speci

es/carnivores/coexistence_platform.htm  
 


