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Guidelines for Population Level Management Plans for
Large Carnivores (2008)
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DG Environment's approach to LCs
Since landscapes serve MULTIPLE FUNCTIONS in Europe

-> conservation of LC as integral part of European
ecosystems and biodiversity heritage

together with people and human activities

We aim to

e identify practical approaches to help ensure the
maintenance or achievement of the favourable
conservation status of European large
carnivores, and

e secure their long-term coexistence with
humans by increasing their acceptance ("social
carrying capacity”) and preventing / reducing
conflicts
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Transboundary cooperation
categories

B — Some occasional technical cooperation

C — Regular technical and/or some management cooperation

Populations B C Total populations
Bear 4 3 8
Lynx 5 3 10
Wolf 4 3 8
Wolverine 0 1 2
Total 5 13 10 0 28
C+D=10

(Blanco. 2012)
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Foreword
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merable benehits. | hope that lessons from these LIFE actions can be used to Impnoe the
design and implementation of future projects, That wiay we 20 minirmiss conficts Detwsen
hurnares el [are camivaies, ared ensune the lKng-lenr conservalion of & vital panl of our
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Fiowe 2. &nhrnrlﬂpr*:&mmhw
by population (1992-2011)

Figure 3. Number of LIFE projects targeting wolf
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The history of the EU Platform on Coexistence between
People and Large Carnivores

e After over 2 years of preparation, it was launched on 10th of June, 2014
under Commissioner Janez PotocCnik's patronage

e AIM: to provide a structure for constructive dialogue to find solutions to
human - large carnivore conflicts (4 LC species)

e WHAT IT IS NOT: a discussion forum for amending the Habitats
Directive (see fitness check of EU nature legislation)

e ENTRY TICKET: Signing an agreement stating the key principles of
engagement

e MISSION: to assemble knowledge and good practices, to exchange
experiences among different stakeholders with a view to finding
commonly agreed solutions to human - large carnivore conflicts

e To facilitate voluntary partnerships for possible joint projects (e.g. on key
actions at the population level)
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——— Stakeholder workshop,
- Brussels,25/01/2013

———
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b PRl . x v Background document:Linnel, J. (2013)
> Initiative well received. A diversity of

views and desires, but enough middle
ground to focus on for future action.
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Key principles:

To work within the EU legal framework, the Habitats Directive
To ensure the necessary knowledge base

To recognize socio-economic and cultural considerations and

concerns
To find solutions to conflicts through constructive dialogue

To engage in trans-boundary cooperation



Commitments:

To share experiences and expertise in addressing the
challenges of human - LC coexistence;

To engage in dialogue for consensus seeking and accepting
that solutions may at times involve compromise;

To express willingness to transfer and test those examples of
good practices;

To isten to, and discuss other stakeholders' experiences and
VieEwS;

To be open to accept examples of good practices for
successful coexistence of humans and LC;

To ensure their capacity to fully engage in the work of the
platform.
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EU Platform on Coexistence between
People and Large Carnivores (2)

Membership: at launch limited 8 key European umbrella organizations of
stakeholders representing farmers, livestock producers (incl. reindeer-
herders), landowners, hunters, scientists and conservationists

Future expansion: with the agreement of the founding members

The Commission committed to provide logistical support for the work of
the Platform for the initial 2 years

Member States are invited to follow the work of the Platform and to assist
in whatever way they can, or find it appropriate

First working meeting elected Mr Thierry de I'Escaille of the European
Landowners' Organization to co-chair the Platform with the European
Commission, and agreed on a terms of reference and a workplan
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COPA-COGECA - European Farmers and European Agri-cooperatives

e Resigned in February 2015

ELO - European Landowners’ Organization

Joint representatives of Finnish and Swedish reindeer herders

FACE — The European Federation of Associations for Hunting & Conservation
CIC — The International Council for Game and Wildlife Conservation

IUCN — The World Conservation Union, European Union Representative
Office

WWEF - Worldwide Fund for Nature, European Policy Office

EUROPARC Federation
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1st regional workshop, 22 April, 2015, Pravets, Bulgaria

e Organized at the invitation of CIC — International Council
of Game and Wildlife Conservation, in conjunction with
their 62nd General Assembly

e With substantial contribution from the Union of Hunters
and Anglers of Bulgaria
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¢120+ participants from 20 countries
*CIC members from other continents also present

eThanks to local host, very good Bulgarian participation, facilitated by
interpretation
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Main topics, with a focus on the Balkans and the Carpathians regions:

1: Transboundary cooperation for large carnivore management, with
a view to key actions at the population level

2: Humans and large carnivores in Europe: from conflict to co-
existence: relationships between people, large carnivores and

institutions

3: Key actions on large carnivore populations
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3: Key actions on large carnivore populations

3 facilitated break-out groups (bear, wolf, lynx) to rank order for the
Balkans and the Carpathians regions the recommended actions from

"KEY ACTIONS FOR LARGE CARNIVORE POPULATIONS IN EUROPE"
(Boitani et al. 2015)
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Second Annual Meeting of the Platform in Brussels on 2nd June, 2015:

e Adopted a first communication plan of the platform

e Decided to focus future attention on socio-economic
issues

e The Finnish reindeer herders invited the platform to a
second regional workshop
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NATURE & BIODIVERSITY
EU Biodiversity Policy »

BU Nature Legislation ’

Natura 2000 Network

Working together

across the EU to consérve

‘53 and manage large

Y camivores '

Species protedicn

Intoducion
‘Wil Birds :

Spedies under
Habists Directive

Introducton

EU Species RedListe
EU species action plans
EC Gufda.noe on species
proecion

Large Carnivores What's new 2

Invoducion
Key actions for Large Carnivors populations in Europe prepared by Boitaniet 3/ under contract for the European
Commission has been published, The technical report cvers the most urgent actions necessary at the population

level for four species of large carnivore protected under the EU's Habitats Directive.

Status and distribution of
iarge carniore in Europe

Towards a population lewel
management

Building a dislogue with
stakeholders

See subpage "Building a dialeque with stakehclders” for new documents produced by "Pilot actions" in 2013-
2014

The European Unien is home to five spedes of large @arnivere. These include the brow n bear, the wolf, the wohveri

Promoting bastpractices and two spedes of lynx, the Eurasian lynx and the Iberian lynx, Hstorially these species have all suffered dramatic

EU Platorm on Large dedines in numbers and distribution as 3 wnsequence of human activity, Due to increases in their prey and forest

Camiwres over and favourable legislation the lastfew de=des have seen a positive response, with most populations stabilizing
s - oringeasing again. Aresult has been the return of these species to many areas from w hich they have been absent for

Communicaton materisls Sk ¢ % g

decdes, A leastone of these spedes is currently found in 21 EU countries,

Media resources . g . . . g N
How ever, while this recovery can be viewed as a great conservation success it has resulted in controversy in some

Green Infrastructure areas. In response the Commission has initiated a range of measures to encourage cooperation betw een member
: : : states, engaging in dialogue with stakeholders and promoting best practices in management methods, These pages
Invasive Alien Spedes provide an introdudtion to the Commission's activity on large carnivores.

LRSIV For more information on large carnivores

Global bicdiversity e Conservation status
wildlife Trade * Building 3 dizlogue with stakeholders
Aaimal welfare 0 :
Forests %
» Photos and maps

Climate Change
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EU Biodiversity Policy

The Platform members are engaged in gathering case studies which document how original conflictual situations have
been resolved. These should demonstrate lessons learned in one location which can be applied in other situations or
Natura 2000 Network other Member States.
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The city of Wolfsburg is now a new
name on the map for wolf

conservation and management:
public - private partnership

B@B: The EU Business and
Biodiversity Platform

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/biodiversity/busines
s/index_en.htm
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At the Bear Pit in the city of Bern, there is an excellent symbol of
large carnivore conservation and management:

WALKING THE TIGHTROPE
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Next workshop, 8th October,
Rovaniemi, Lapland Finland:
Focus on

1) Socio-economic aspects
2) The Nordic conditions of
human — LC coexistence
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Thank you for your attention!

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/conservation/species/
carnivores/index_en.htm

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/conservation/speci
es/carnivores/coexistence_platform.htm



